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Leader of

by MLL. Raniala

ruce Tummen counts among

has most  profound  musical

mspirations the late Rober

Shaw, the greal American

choral conductor. Tammen
sang with Shaw for several years late in the
comductor’s life, captivated by the stunning
chorale tome and sound Shaw achieved.
Tammen uses many of Shaw's metheds in
his own conducting. He shuns the popular
idea of the least common denominator: the
ose of the small voice. Instead. like Shaw,
Tammen likes big, complex voices willing
in comform to a uniform soond; voices that
submit to the composer's intentions.
“Sometimes it was Shaw's intentions.”
lnughs Tammen.

Tammen, for twelve years the direcior of
choral activities at the University of
Checapgo, has retumed o Chicopo  after
spending o few years af the University of
Wirginia's department of music, Last yeor he
founded the Chicago Chorale, am amateur
ensEmble “in the besi sense ol the wond—
people who sing because they love ™

big voices returns to Hyde Park

Imugic review

according 10 Tammen, The group 15 com-
posed largely of Hyde Parkers and
University of Chicago alumni, but many
other peighborhoods s represented aswell,

Last Sunday they gave a recial an Hyde
Park’s First Unitarian Church  entitled
“Wondrous Love: Music for a Time of
Penitence.” With music from the 16th
through the 2ikh centuries, Tammen created
a program wnified in moeod though distin-
suished by contrasting musical styles.

The highlight of the program was Herben
Howells's Reguiem, a brief, compact collec-
tion of small motets. Howells is particalar]y
deft ot setting English text, brilliantdy
matching the text lines to the musical ones.
The Chicago Chorale sang with hustrous ele-
gance, always accurately navigating the
COMPOsEr's surprising musical progressioms,
The several soloists wers all charming, but

Like Robert Shaw, Bruce Tammen likes big, complex
voices willing to conform to a uniform sound; voices

that submit to the composer’s intentions. “Sometimes it
was Shaw’s intentions,” laughs Tammen.

particularly notahle
were Tambra Black amd
Hephen Baker,

A lovely contrast to
the Howells. with its
unprediciable muosical
course, was the Tamiliar
terriiory of Bach. The
Chorale’s performance
of “Ach Herr, lass dein
ligh" Engelein,” from
the Passient Aceording
o Sr. Jodn was well bal-
anced and nicely articu-
labed.

O the lighter side was
“Wondrous Love,” a
compilation of hymns
and songs amanged by
Alice Parker and Robert
Shaw sung with bounce
and werve. Alexandre
Gretchoninoff's
"Chertdg Tvoy,” o
hymn of light, had poa-
erful  resonance  bart
soeme] -.]i.ghl!: [:lchng
in the bass ramblings so
prominent in Russian music.

Tammen dlhpluy‘ed bz alfi nir:.-' tor
Bruckner in Christus fectes esf, Tollowing
the mexorable logic of the music. The
Chorale knew when 1o make the sound kg
and when o make i whisper,

The Chicago Chorale, founded in 2001, is
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Bruce Tammean, founder of the Ghicago Chorale.

Their next Hyde Park concert will be June 2
at the Augustana Lutheran Charch (55th and
Wondlawn). The program will feature
Grieg's Fourr Pralvis as well as the work of
Byrd. Messiaen, Brahms, Weelkes anmd
Vaughan Willilams. For more information
wizit their website: chicagechorale.org



