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Guarneri String Quartet, Chicago
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Chorale, Chicago Ensemble m “ ’ . t

By M.L. RANTALA
Classical Music Critic

The last half of the Mass in G Minor by
Ralph Vaughn Williams displayed the calm
stcadiness of the group. The power of their
musical tranquility was positively stirring.
There was good work, too, by the quartet of
soloists: Sharon Harris, Sammi Block, Bill
McDougal and Luke Smetters.

The last work on their program was
Schoenberg's “Friede auf Erden™ (Peace on
Farth). It was written just before the composer
began working in the 12-tone method (what a
more political music type maght describe as a
sysiem that “spreads the notes around™). It had
all the hallmarks of a Chicago Chorale
performance: a lovely blending of voices,
careful and articulate diction and controlled
energy. For those who missed the
performance, the chorale intends to record all
the works on the program later this season.

Tammen has added his own spoken remarks,
including little musical excerpts to listen for as
a piece unfolds. It's a welcome innovation 1o

; pcr—rT their concerts.
The gap between the quality of professional

musical groups and amateur ones tends to be
large, for all the obvious reasons. But Bruce
Tammen’s Chicago Chorale is one of those
really special non-professional groups that
takes their work wvery seriously and yields
joyful results, Sadly, an accident caused me to
arrive late for their Saturday night
performance in the Hyde Park Union Church,
With so much other music to write about, 1
could have skipped the performance. But I
always enjoy them. | couldn’t simply go
home.

Dian Dy

Members of the Chicago Chorale



